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giving Emily a lecture on domestic economy, pointing out
the ridiculousness of buying a sirloin of beef weighing
eleven pounds for a household of two on one hand,
and of welcoming home a hungry man from the fields
with lemon jelly on the other. He helped her wash up
the dinner things, and broke two plates, while she broke a
tumbler.

The question that he asked himself most often duriag
the latter half of that day was whom he should get to help
Emily in the house and poultry-yard. She could not
possibly manage either alone, on account both of her
inexperience and her health. Living with her, he realized,
as he never could have done under the old conditions* how
extraordinarily frail she had become. Her spirit was so
dauntless that she always walked quickly, with erect head,
like one in glowing health ; but the slightest exertion made
her tired, her sleep was a distressful combination of dream-
ing and tumbling, and a mouse would have scorned the
supper she ate that night. Indeed, she would have eaten
nothing if he had let her have her way, but he made her
some bread and milk, and, taking her on his knee, he fed
her with a spoon.

He wondered whether John Dunk, his assistant, would
follow Annie Godden's example when the truth reached
him, as it was bound soon to do, through the conduit of
gossip. To Claude's relief, he took it phlegmaticaHy, and
not only showed no signs of going himself, but actually
found a woman to help Emily. She lived alone " up at
the road/* as they of Nineveh called the realms of civiliza-
tion and strong winds above them. In course of time it
appeared that her own past had not been entirely creditable,
and that she served her mistress for the same reason that a
man who has had the plague can nurse another sick of it
without fear of infection.

Thus Emily and Claude became social outcasts. He had
not thought of this in the first heats of adventure, and if he
had thought of it, he would have refused to beHeve it could
cause him the misery that weighed upon him in those days.